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PROCESS FOR PRODUCTION OF
SILICON-CARBIDE-COATED CARBON BASE
MATERIAL, SILICON-CARBIDE-COATED
CARBON BASE MATERIAL, SINTERED
(SILICON CARBIDE)-CARBON COMPLEX,
CERAMIC-COATED SINTERED (SILICON
CARBIDE)-CARBON COMPLEX, AND
PROCESS FOR PRODUCTION OF SINTERED
(SILICON CARBIDE)-CARBON COMPLEX

TECHNICAL FIELD

This invention relates to a process for production of a
silicon carbide-coated carbon base material in which the sur-
face ofa carbon base material, such as graphite, is coated with
silicon carbide, a silicon carbide-coated carbon base material,
a sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex, and a ceramic-
coated sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex.

BACKGROUND ART

Carbon materials have low specific gravity and excellent
heat resistance, corrosion resistance, slidability, electric con-
ductivity, heat conductivity, and workability, and are there-
fore conventionally used in a wide variety of fields including
semiconductor technology, metallurgy, mechanical technol-
ogy, electrotechnology, and nuclear technology.

However, carbon materials generally have a problem in
that they are poor in oxidation resistance and strength. To
solve this problem, it has been considered to combine a car-
bon material with another material, such as ceramics, to pro-
duce a complex.

Patent Literatures 1 to 3 disclose methods for improving
the oxidation resistance of a carbon-based material by form-
ing a silicon carbide coating on the surface of the carbon-
based material.

Examples of processes of forming a silicon carbide coating
which are used in the above disclosures include a chemical
vapor deposition process (hereinafter, referred to as a CVD
process) for depositing silicon carbide generated by vapor
phase reaction and a conversion process (hereinafter, referred
to as a CVR process) for forming silicon carbide by reacting
carbon with a silicon component using carbon in a base mate-
rial as a reaction source.

Furthermore, there is proposed, as a complex material
composed of silicon carbide and a carbon material, a sintered
silicon carbide/carbon complex in which silicon carbide fine
powder and graphite particles are mixed and the mixture is
sintered with high density by spark plasma sintering (see
Patent Literature 4).

A conceivable alternative process for producing such a
sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex is the process of
sintering graphite particles each coated with a silicon carbide
coating.

Patent Literature 5 proposes to coat the surfaces of carbon
nanotubes with silicon carbide through a CVD process or a
CVR process. Patent Literature 6 proposes to coat the surface
of diamond with a silicon carbide coating through a CVD
process or a CVR process.

However, upon coating of the surface of a carbon base
material, such as graphite, with a silicon carbide coating
through the CVD process or the CVR process, there arises a
problem in that the surface cannot be uniformly coated.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

Patent Literature 1: JP-A-H07-133173
Patent Literature 2: JP-A-H09-52777
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2
Patent Literature 3: JP-A-H06-263568
Patent Literature 4: JP-A-2004-339048
Patent Literature 5: JP-A-2005-75720
Patent Literature 6: JP-A-2001-198834

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

An object of the present invention is to provide a process
for production of a silicon carbide-coated carbon base mate-
rial which can densely and uniformly coat the surface of a
carbon base material, such as graphite, with a silicon carbide
coating, a silicon carbide-coated carbon base material which
can be produced by the above production process, and a
sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex which can be pro-
duced using the above silicon carbide-coated carbon base
material.

Solution to Problem

A process for production of a silicon carbide-coated carbon
base material according to the present invention includes the
steps of: preparing a carbon base material the surface of
which has basal plane sites of an SP* carbon structure with no
dangling bond and edge plane sites of' an SP* carbon structure
with a dangling bond; and reacting the surface of the carbon
base material with SiO gas in an atmosphere at a temperature
01'1400° C. to 1600° C. and a pressure of 1 to 150 Pa to form
silicon carbide, whereby the carbon base material coated with
silicon carbide is produced.

The surface of the carbon base material in the present
invention has basal plane sites ofan SP? carbon structure with
no dangling bond and edge plane sites of an SP? carbon
structure with a dangling bond. The inventors have studied
why upon formation of a silicon carbide coating on the sur-
face of a carbon base material, such as graphite, through the
CVD or CVR process, the silicon carbide coating cannot be
uniformly formed. As a result, they have found that because
the graphite surface has edge plane sites of an SP? carbon
structure with a dangling bond and the edge plane sites have
high reaction activity, a silicon carbide coating is formed
preferentially at the edge plane sites having high reaction
activity upon formation of silicon carbide through the CVD or
CVR process, so that an uniform coating cannot be formed.
The SP? carbon structure has three bonds. While at the basal
plane sites all of the three bonds are involved in chemical
bonding, at the edge plane sites one or two of the three bonds
are dangling. For this reason, the edge plane sites can be
considered to have high reaction activity.

Particularly upon formation of a silicon carbide coating
through the CVD process, the silicon carbide coating is likely
to be formed preferentially at the edge plane sites, so that a
uniform coating cannot be formed. In addition, upon forma-
tion of a silicon carbide coating through the CVD process, a
porous coating including large deposited particles and having
many voids is formed and a dense silicon carbide coating is
difficult to uniformly form.

Inthe present invention, silicon carbide is formed by react-
ing the surface of the carbon base material with SiO gas in an
atmosphere at a temperature of 1400° C. to 1600° C. and a
pressure of 1 to 150 Pa. Therefore, the silicon carbide coating
in the present invention is formed through a CVR process.
When in accordance with the present invention a silicon car-
bide coating is formed through the CVR process in an atmo-
sphere at a temperature of 1400° C. to 1600° C. and a pressure
of'1 to 150 Pa, the silicon carbide coating can be densely and
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uniformly formed on the surface of the carbon base material
having basal plane sites and edge plane sites.

If'the temperature is below 1400° C., the reaction for form-
ing silicon carbide will be less likely to progress, so that a
silicon carbide coating will be less likely to be formed. On the
other hand, if the temperature is above 1600° C., a silicon
carbide coating through the CVD process will be likely to be
formed, so that a dense and uniform coating will not be able
to be formed.

Furthermore, if the pressure is below 1 Pa, the rate of
formation of a silicon carbide coating through the CVR pro-
cess will be decreased, which is unfavorable. On the other
hand, if the pressure is above 150 Pa, a silicon carbide coating
through the CVD process will be likely to be formed, so that
a dense and uniform coating will not be able to be formed.

An example of the carbon base material in the present
invention is a graphite base material. Graphite has an SP>
carbon structure and therefore has basal plane sites and edge
plane sites on its surface.

The carbon base material in the present invention may be in
the form of a block or in the form of particles. Therefore, the
carbon base material may be carbon particles. When the car-
bon base material is carbon particles, the preferred carbon
particles for use are those having an average particle size
within the range of 50 nm to 500 pm.

In the present invention, the SiO gas can be generated from
a source of SiO placed together with the carbon base material.
An example of such a source of SiO is SiO particles. In this
case, the carbon base material and the source of SiO are
placed in, for example, a crucible serving as a reaction con-
tainer and the crucible is placed in a baking furnace. Thus, the
interior of the crucible can be heated and evacuated.

A silicon carbide-coated carbon base material according to
the present invention is a carbon base material surface-coated
with a layer of silicon carbide by reacting the surface of the
carbon base material having basal plane sites of an SP? carbon
structure with no dangling bond and edge plane sites of an SP>
carbon structure with a dangling bond with a silicon compo-
nent to form silicon carbide, wherein the thickness of the
layer of silicon carbide is 20 um or less.

In the silicon carbide-coated carbon base material accord-
ing to the present invention, the thickness of the layer of
silicon carbide is 20 um or less. Even if the thickness of the
layer of silicon carbide is 20 um or less, silicon carbide is
uniformly and densely formed. Such a silicon carbide-coated
carbon base material according to the present invention can
be produced by the above production process according to the
present invention.

The thickness of the layer of silicon carbide is more pref-
erably within the range of 1 nm to 20 um and still more
preferably within the range of 5 nm to 20 pm.

An example of the carbon base material in the silicon
carbide-coated carbon base material according to the present
invention is a graphite base material. Furthermore, the carbon
base material may be carbon particles like the above. In this
case, the average particle size of the carbon particles is pref-
erably within the range of 50 nm to 500 pm.

When the carbon base material is carbon particles, the
silicon carbide-coated carbon base material according to the
present invention preferably has a weight reduction upon
heating in air at 650° C. for an hour of below 5% by weight.
Since the layer of silicon carbide is densely and uniformly
formed on the particle surface, the weight reduction under the
above conditions can be reduced to below 5% by weight.

A sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex according to the
present invention is a sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex
obtained by sintering carbon base material particles coated
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with silicon carbide, wherein the relative density of the sin-
tered silicon carbide/carbon complex is 90% to 100% and the
total content of Al, Be, B, and Se therein is below 0.1% by
weight.

The sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex according to
the present invention can be obtained by sintering the above
silicon carbide-coated carbon base material according to the
present invention. Since the above silicon carbide-coated car-
bon base material according to the present invention has a
dense silicon carbide coating uniformly formed on the sur-
face thereof, the sintering can be performed at a low tempera-
ture 0of 2200° C. or below without the use of any sintering aid.
Therefore, the relative density can be 90% to 100%. Further-
more, the total content of Al, Be, B, and Se which are com-
ponents of a sintering aid can be below 0.1% by weight.

An example of the carbon base material particles used in
the sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex according to the
present invention is graphite particles. Furthermore, the aver-
age particle size of the carbon base material particles is pref-
erably within the range of 50 nm to 500 pum.

Furthermore, the thickness of the layer of silicon carbide
on the surface of the carbon base material particle is prefer-
ably within the range of 1 nm to 20 pm, more preferably
within the range 0f 200 nm to 10 um, and still more preferably
within the range of 500 nm to 5 um.

In a ceramic-coated sintered silicon carbide/carbon com-
plex according to the present invention, a ceramic coating
layer is formed on at least a portion of the surface of the
sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex.

A process for production of a sintered silicon carbide/
carbon complex according to the present invention is a pro-
cess for production of the above sintered silicon carbide/
carbon complex according to the present invention, wherein
the sintering is performed at a temperature of 2200° C. or
below.

As described above, since the silicon carbide-coated car-
bon base material according to the present invention has a
dense silicon carbide coating uniformly formed on the sur-
face thereof, the sintering can be performed even at a low
temperature of 2200° C. or below. Examples of the sintering
temperature are generally 1600° C. to 2200° C.

In the process for production of a sintered silicon carbide/
carbon complex according to the present invention, the sin-
tering can be performed at a temperature of 2200° C. or below
without the use of any sintering aid. Since the sintering can be
performed without the use of any sintering aid, a dense sin-
tered silicon carbide/carbon complex can be produced which
has a high purity and a low total content of Al, Be, B, and Se.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

In the process for production of a silicon carbide-coated
carbon base material according to the present invention, a
silicon carbide coating can be densely and uniformly formed
on the surface of the carbon base material, such as graphite.

In the silicon carbide-coated carbon base material accord-
ing to the present invention, the thickness of the layer of
silicon carbide is 20 um or less. Therefore, a dense sintered
silicon carbide/carbon complex of high relative density can
be produced.

The relative density of the sintered silicon carbide/carbon
complex according to the present invention is 90% to 100%
and the total content of Al, Be, B, and Se therein is below
0.1% by weight. Therefore, a dense sintered silicon carbide/
carbon complex containing less impurities can be obtained.

Since in the ceramic-coated sintered silicon carbide/carbon
complex according to the present invention, a ceramic coating
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layer is formed on at least a portion of the surface of a sintered
silicon carbide/carbon complex, the ceramic coating layer
and silicon carbide contained in the sintered silicon carbide/
carbon complex can be easily sintered to achieve a ceramic
coating layer having extremely high adhesion.

In the process for production of a sintered silicon carbide/
carbon complex according to the present invention, the above
sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex according to the
present invention can be efficiently produced.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG.1is aschematic cross-sectional view showing a place-
ment of elements in a crucible in an example according to the
present invention.

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view showing a carbon base
material.

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view showing a silicon carbide-
coated carbon base material.

FIG. 4 is a scanning electron micrograph (2500 magnifi-
cation) showing a silicon carbide-coated graphite particle in
the example according to the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a scanning electron micrograph (25000 magnifi-
cation) showing silicon carbide on the surface of the silicon
carbide-coated graphite particle in the example according to
the present invention.

FIG. 6 is a scanning electron micrograph (2500 magnifi-
cation) showing a silicon carbide-coated graphite particleina
comparative example.

FIG. 7 is a scanning electron micrograph (25000 magnifi-
cation) showing silicon carbide on the surface of the silicon
carbide-coated graphite particle in the comparative example.

FIG. 8 is a scanning electron micrograph (25000 magnifi-
cation) showing silicon carbide on the surface of the silicon
carbide-coated graphite particle in the example according to
the present invention.

FIG. 9 is a scanning electron micrograph (25000 magnifi-
cation) showing silicon carbide on the surface of the silicon
carbide-coated graphite particle in the comparative example.

FIG. 10 is a scanning electron micrograph (5000 magnifi-
cation) showing an uncoated graphite particle used in the
example according to the present invention.

FIG. 11 is a scanning electron micrograph (2500 magnifi-
cation) showing a silicon carbide-coated graphite particle in
an example according to the present invention.

FIG. 12 is a scanning electron micrograph (2500 magnifi-
cation) showing a silicon carbide-coated graphite particleina
comparative example.

FIG. 13 is a scanning electron micrograph (5000 magnifi-
cation) showing a silicon carbide-coated graphite particleina
comparative example.

FIG. 14 is a graph showing the rate of weight reduction of
the silicon carbide-coated graphite particles in the example
according to the present invention plotted against heating
temperature.

FIG. 15 is a schematic cross-sectional view showing a
sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex according to the
present invention.

FIG. 16 is a schematic cross-sectional view showing a
ceramic-coated sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex
according to the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, the present invention will be described with
reference to specific examples; however, the present inven-
tion is not limited by the following examples.
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[Silicon Carbide Coating Treatment]|

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional view showing a place-
ment of elements in a crucible used in a silicon carbide coat-
ing treatment. As shown in FIG. 1, a carbon sheet 2 was
placed in a graphite crucible 1 and SiO powder 3 was placed
as a source of SiO on the carbon sheet 2. A layer of carbon felt
4 was placed on the SiO powder 3 and graphite particles 5
were placed as a carbon base material on the layer of carbon
felt 4. A layer of carbon felt 6 was placed on the graphite
particles 5 and a carbon sheet 7 was placed on the layer of
carbon felt 6.

Although this example employs the graphite crucible 1, an
alumina crucible may be employed.

The graphite crucible 1 placed as shown in FIG. 1 was
placed in a baking furnace and the baking furnace was evacu-
ated and heated, so that the interior of the graphite crucible 1
was heated to a predetermined temperature and evaluated to a
predetermined pressure.

It can be assumed that by evacuating the interior of the
graphite crucible 1 to the predetermined pressure and heating
it to the predetermined temperature, SiO gas is generated
from the SiO powder, and the SiO gas reacts with the surfaces
of the graphite particles in the following manner so that the
surfaces of the graphite particles are converted into silicon
carbide, whereby silicon carbide coatings were formed on the
surfaces of the graphite particles by a CVR process.

Si0(g)+C(s)—SiC(s)+CO(g) (1)

Si0(g)+3C0(g)—SiC(s)+2C0,(g) @)

CO,(g)+C(s)—>2C0(g) 3

Comparison between CVR and CVD Processes

Example 1

Formation of Silicon Carbide Coating through CVR
Process

The SiO powder used was SiO powder with an average
particle size of 300 um, and the graphite particles used were
graphite particles with an average particle size of 20 pm.
Using them, silicon carbide coatings were formed on the
surfaces of the graphite particles in the placement state inside
the crucible shown in Table 1 to produce silicon carbide-
coated graphite particles. The heating temperature was 1500°
C. and the heating time was two hours. The pressure was
controlled to 20 Pa.

FIG. 4 is a scanning electron micrograph showing a result-
ant silicon carbide-coated graphite particle. FIG. 5 is a scan-
ning electron micrograph showing a silicon carbide coating
on the surface of the resultant silicon carbide-coated graphite
particle.

As shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, it can be seen that a dense
silicon carbide coating is uniformly formed on the surface of
the graphite particle.

The rate of SiC conversion is 55% by weight and the
thickness of the silicon carbide (SiC) coating is 1 pm.

FIGS. 2 and 3 are cross-sectional views for illustrating the
formation ofa silicon carbide coating through a CVR process.
FIG. 2 shows a graphite particle 10. When SiO gas is brought
into contact with the surface of the graphite particle 10 shown
in FIG. 2, carbon on the surface of the graphite particle 10 and
SiO gas react in the manner shown in the above Reaction
Formulae (1) to (3), so that carbon on the surface is converted
into silicon carbide.
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FIG. 3 is a view showing the graphite particle on which a
silicon carbide coating is formed through the CVR process.
As shown in FIG. 3, through the reaction between carbon and
SiO gas, a silicon carbide coating 11 is formed on the surface
of the graphite particle 10, so that a silicon carbide-coated
graphite particle 12 is formed.

FIG. 8 is a scanning electron micrograph (25000 magnifi-
cation) showing an initial silicon carbide coating formed
through the CVR process. As shown in FIG. 8, it can be seen
that a silicon carbide coating is densely and uniformly
formed.

Comparative Example 1

Formation of Silicon Carbide Coating through CVD
Process

Silicon carbide-coated graphite particles were produced in
the same manner as in Example 1 except that the temperature
was at 1500° C. and the pressure was at 105 kPa.

FIG. 6 is a scanning electron micrograph (2500 magnifi-
cation) showing a resultant silicon carbide-coated graphite
particle. FIG. 7 is a scanning electron micrograph (25000
magnification) showing the surface of the resultant silicon
carbide-coated graphite particle.

The silicon carbide coating is formed by the CVD process,
and as shown in FIGS. 6 and 7 it is formed of relatively large
particles and has many voids.

The rate of SiC conversion is 60% by weight and the
thickness of the silicon carbide (SiC) coating is 2 pm.

FIG. 9 is a scanning electron micrograph (25000 magnifi-
cation) showing an initial silicon carbide coating formed
through the CVD process. As shown in FIG. 9, it can be seen
that silicon carbide is formed preferentially at edge plane sites
of the graphite particle.

[Effects of Heating Temperature]|

Effects of the heating temperature were examined by
employing different heating temperatures of 1200° C., 1300°
C., 1400° C., 1450° C., 1500° C., 1550° C., 1600° C., 1700°
C., and 1800° C. The pressure was at 20 Pa. Silicon carbide
coatings were formed on the surfaces of graphite particles, the
other conditions being the same as in Example 1.

Resultant silicon carbide-coated graphite particles were
observed with a scanning electron micrography (SEM) to
evaluate the states of silicon carbide coatings on the surfaces
of the graphite particles. The evaluation results are shown in
Table 1.

TABLE 1

Heating Temperature

°C) Property of Silicon Carbide Coating

1200 Coating not well formed

1300 Coating not well formed

1400 Coating densely and uniformly formed
1450 Coating densely and uniformly formed
1500 Coating densely and uniformly formed
1550 Coating densely and uniformly formed
1600 Coating densely and uniformly formed
1700 Porous and coarse coating formed
1800 Porous and coarse coating formed

As is evident from the results shown in Table 1, when the
heating temperature is within the range of 1400° C. to 1600°
C., a silicon carbide coating can be densely and uniformly
formed. When the heating temperature is below 1400° C., a
coating is not well formed. Furthermore, when the heating

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

temperature is above 1600° C., thin film formation through
the CVD process becomes dominant, so that a porous and
coarse coating is formed.

FIG. 10 is a scanning electron micrograph (5000 magnifi-
cation) showing a graphite particle before the formation of a
silicon carbide coating thereon.

FIG. 11 is a scanning electron micrograph (2500 magnifi-
cation) showing a silicon carbide-coated graphite particle in
which a silicon carbide coating has been formed at a heating
temperature of 1500° C.

FIG. 12 is a scanning electron micrograph (2500 magnifi-
cation) showing a silicon carbide-coated graphite particle in
which a silicon carbide coating has been formed at a heating
temperature of 1800° C.

FIG. 13 is a scanning electron micrograph (5000 magnifi-
cation) showing a silicon carbide-coated graphite particle in
which a silicon carbide coating has been formed at a heating
temperature of 1200° C.

[Effects of Pressure]

Silicon carbide-coated graphite particles were produced by
employing a common heating temperature of 1500° C. and
different pressures of 20 Pa, 50 Pa, 100 Pa, 150 Pa, and 200
Pa. Table 2 shows evaluation results regarding properties of
silicon carbide coatings on the surfaces of the produced sili-
con carbide graphite particles.

TABLE 2
Pressure (Pa) Property of Silicon Carbide Coating
20 Coating densely and uniformly formed
50 Coating densely and uniformly formed
100 Coating densely and uniformly formed
150 Coating densely and uniformly formed
200 Porous and coarse coating formed

As shown in Table 2, when the pressure is 150 Pa or below,
a silicon carbide coating can be densely and uniformly
formed.

When the pressure is above 150 Pa, the formation of'silicon
carbide coatings through the CVD process becomes domi-
nant, so that the silicon carbide coatings are formed as porous
and coarse coatings.

[Measurement of Oxidation Onset Temperature]|

Thermogravimetry (TG) was conducted on silicon car-
bide-coated graphite particles of Example 1, silicon carbide-
coated graphite particles of Comparative Example 1, and
graphite particles uncoated with silicon carbide.

FIG. 14 is a graph plotted between heating temperature and
rate of weight reduction. As shown in FIG. 14, the silicon
carbide-coated graphite particles of Example 1 according to
the present invention exhibited an oxidation onset tempera-
ture of 750° C. or above. On the other hand, the silicon
carbide-coated graphite particles of Comparative Example 1
exhibited an oxidation onset temperature of 700° C. Further-
more, the oxidation onset temperature of the uncoated graph-
ite particles was approximately 550° C.

It was confirmed that for the silicon carbide-coated graph-
ite particles of Example 1, the rate of weight reduction upon
heating in air at 650° C. for an hour was below 5% by weight.

[Production of Sintered Silicon Carbide/Carbon Complex]

A sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex was produced
using the silicon carbide-coated graphite particles of
Example 1. The sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex was
produced by subjecting the silicon carbide-coated graphite
particles to pressure sintering with a high-current discharge
joining system (“SPS-1050" produced by Sumitomo Coal
Mining Co., Ltd.). With the use of this system, the graphite
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particles were sintered by spark plasma sintering. Spark
plasma sintering is a process for sintering powder not only by
direct heating through the passage of electric current but also
by generation of electric current impulse through the passage
of pulsed electric current, whereby powder can be sintered at
lower temperatures than normal.

In this case, the sintered complex was produced by heat
application at 2000° C. for 20 minutes under a pressure of 40
MPa.

FIG. 15 is a schematic cross-sectional view showing a
sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex. As shown in FIG.
15, the sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex 22 has a
silicon carbide interfacial layer 21 around graphite particles
20. The silicon carbide interfacial layer 21 is provided con-
tinuously in the form of a three-dimensional network in the
sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex 22. Since the silicon
carbide-coated graphite particles of the present invention
have silicon carbide coatings formed densely and uniformly
on the surfaces, the production of a sintered complex using
the silicon carbide-coated graphite particles results in the
formation of a continuous silicon carbide interfacial layer 21
with a uniform thickness around the graphite particles 20.

Furthermore, since dense and uniform silicon carbide coat-
ings are formed on the surfaces of the graphite particles, a
sintered complex can be produced at a low temperature of
2200° C. or below without the use of any sintering aid.

The bending strength of the resultant sintered complex was
150 MPa and the bulk density thereof was 2.52 g/cm>. Since
the rate of SiC conversion of the silicon carbide-coated graph-
ite particles of Example 1 is 55% by weight, the theoretical
density of the sintered complex is 2.62 g/cm® and the relative
density thereof is 96%.

Furthermore, since no sintering aid is used, the total con-
tent of Al, Be, B, and Sa is below 0.1% by weight.

When the resultant sintered complex was measured in term
of varistor characteristic, an I-V characteristic graph typical
for varistor characteristic was obtained.

[Production of Ceramic-Coated Sintered Silicon Carbide/
Carbon Complex]

FIG. 16 is a schematic cross-sectional view showing a
ceramic-coated sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex of an
embodiment according to the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 16, a ceramic-coated sintered silicon
carbide/carbon complex 24 of this embodiment is constituted
by providing a ceramic coating layer 23 on the surface of a
sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex 22. Although in this
embodiment the ceramic coating layer 23 is provided on the
entire surface of the sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex
22, the ceramic coating layer 23 in the present invention is not
necessarily provided on the entire surface of the sintered
silicon carbide/carbon complex 22 and only has to be pro-
vided on at least a portion of the surface thereof. For example,
the ceramic coating layer 23 may be provided only on either
one of the top, bottom, and side surfaces of the sintered silicon
carbide/carbon complex 22.

The ceramic coating layer 23 can be formed from ceramics
including oxides, carbides, and nitrides. The ceramic material
forming the ceramic coating layer 23 may be silicon carbide
or another type of ceramic material. The composition of the
ceramic coating layer 23 may change from the inner portion
toward the outer portion. In this case, it is also possible that
the inner portion of the ceramic coating layer 23 has a com-
position close to silicon carbide and the rest thereof has
gradually changing compositions from the inner portion
toward the outer portion.

An example of a method for forming the ceramic coating
layer 23 is a method in which a yet-to-be-fired green compact
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for a sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex 22 is formed, a
layer of ceramic powder for forming the ceramic coating
layer 23 is provided on at least a portion of the surface of the
green compact, and in this state the sintered silicon carbide/
carbon complex 22 and the ceramic coating layer 23 are
integrally formed by sintering.

Inthis case, the ceramic coating layer 23 may be formed of
a plurality of layers and have different compositions in the
direction of the thickness. Thus, the adhesion between the
sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex 22 and the ceramic
coating layer 23 can be increased to improve properties, such
as the strength as a whole.

Furthermore, the ceramic powder used for forming the
ceramic coating layer 23 may be a mixture of silicon carbide
powder and one or more other types of powder. Thus, the
adhesion between the ceramic coat layer 23 and the sintered
silicon carbide/carbon complex 22 can be increased to
improve properties, such as strength.

An alternative example of the method for forming the
ceramic coating layer 23 is a method in which a sintered
silicon carbide/carbon complex 22 is produced, a sintered
ceramic sheet or a ceramic single crystal sheet is placed on at
least a portion of the surface of the sintered complex, and the
sintered ceramic sheet or single crystal sheet is joined to the
surface of the sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex 22.
Specific example of the method for joining include hot press,
spark plasma sintering, and welding heating.

Alternatively, the ceramic coating layer 23 can be formed
by using the sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex as a
substrate and coating the substrate with ceramics by a normal
CVD process or a reactive sputtering process.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

1. .. Graphite crucible

2 ... Carbon sheet

3...SiO powder

4 ... Layer of carbon felt

5 ... Graphite particle

6 . .. Layer of carbon felt

7 . .. Carbon sheet

10 . . . Graphite particle

11 . . . Silicon carbide coating

12 . .. Silicon carbide-coated graphite particle

20 . . . Graphite particle

21 ... Silicon carbide interfacial layer

22 . .. Sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex

23 ... Ceramic coating layer

24 . . . Ceramic-coated sintered silicon carbide/carbon
complex

The invention claimed is:

1. A pressure sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex
obtained by pressure sintering carbon base material particles
coated with a layer of silicon carbide,

wherein the relative density of the pressure sintered silicon

carbide/carbon complex is 90% to 100% and the total
content of Al, Be, B, and Se therein is below 0.1% by
weight; and

wherein a silicon carbide interfacial layer is disposed

around the carbon base material particles and provided
continuously in the form of a three-dimensional net-
work.

2. The pressure sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex
according to claim 1, wherein the carbon base material par-
ticles are graphite particles.
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3. The pressure sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex
according to claim 1, wherein the average particle size of the
carbon base material particles is within the range of 50 nm to
500 pum.

4. The pressure sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex
according to claim 1, wherein the thickness of the silicon
carbide interfacial layer is within the range of 1 nm to 20 pm.

5. A ceramic-coated sintered silicon carbide/carbon com-
plex in which a ceramic coating layer is formed on at least a
portion of a surface of the pressure sintered silicon carbide/
carbon complex according to claim 1.

6. A process for production of the pressure sintered silicon
carbide/carbon complex according to claim 1,

wherein the pressure sintering is performed at a tempera-

ture of 2200° C. or below.

7. The process for production of the pressure sintered sili-
con carbide-carbon complex according to claim 6, wherein
the pressure sintering is performed without the use of any
sintering aid.

8. The pressure sintered silicon carbide/carbon complex
according to claim 1, wherein the pressure sintering is per-
formed by heat application at about 2000° C. under a pressure
of about 40 MPa.
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